Daniel 3
Verse 1:
The Great Controversy theme that we saw was the main theme of the book of Daniel as introduced in Daniel 1,
is continued in Daniel 3.
In Daniel 2 we saw God’s ability to tell the future and the control that God has over the affairs of men.
In Daniel 2 we saw God as the revealer of secrets
In Daniel 2 we saw God foretelling the rise and fall of nations until the second coming
In Daniel 2 we saw God setting up a kingdom that would last forever.
Straight away, in Daniel 3, we have a challenge to the sovereignty of God
A challenge to God’s right and ability to do all the things that He said He was going to do in Daniel 2.
From Daniel 2, Nebuchadnezzar had received both good news and bad news.
The heart of Nebuchadnezzar would have swelled when he heard “Thou art that head of gold…”
But skipped a beat when Daniel said, “After thee shall arise another kingdom inferior to thee…”
The pride of Nebuchadnezzar:
You see the pride of Nebuchadnezzar knew no bounds.
He was a dictator and a despot.
He felt that he was the embodiment of the achievements of Babylon
We know that as a result of his statement in Daniel 4:30 “Is not this great Babylon that I have built…”
Notice the repeat of the word “set up” in Daniel 2:44 in Daniel 3:1,2,3,5,7,12, 14, 18.
This is a direct challenge to God’s ability to “set up” the kingdom he said he was going to in Daniel 2:44
Being the ruler of the world is easier than being the ruler of yourself – just ask Bill Clinton
“The warfare against self is the greatest battle that was ever fought.” The Faith I Live By 87
The distortion of the truth:
It is interesting how truth is twisted – God gave a clear indication of the future
Nebuchadnezzar retained a likeness to the true, but gave it a human element that made it entirely human.
The purposes of God were replaced with a human understanding of them
That’s a common feature of the devils tactics in the last days. Eg. Sabbath for Sunday
Verse 2:
All the world is called to worship the image.
Remember that Babylon is the worldwide power at this time. Babylon controls everything. So to have all the
governors and rulers of the provinces means that the representatives of the world are there.
This is reinforced by the statement of the herald in verse 4 “O, people, nations and languages”
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Interesting to note that music is used at the time of worship.
Music has a powerful influence.
“The ancients knew how to use music to elicit a mystical experience…In reaction to the cerebral frigidity
(intellectual coldness) of traditional services, certain denominations have fallen into the other extreme. They
spoon-feed and wash down the message by the continuous purring of background music. Believers, transported
by the spirit, shout and cry out in delirious enthusiasm. Such an approach considers reflection unnecessary and
outdated. It only smiles at absolute judgments. This episode in the book of Daniel warns us against a strictly
emotional religion. Emotion can be a part of the religious experience only when united with reflection and
thought.”
Secrets of Daniel
Jacques Doukhan. P48.
There are two motivations given to worship – pleasure or death
That, too, is the way the devil works – if he cannot entice you to worship him through a promise of pleasure, he
will try to force you to worship him through a threat of death.
Verse 8:

The vengeful Chaldeans

Do you remember what happened to the Chaldean’s in Daniel 2.
They were humiliated by a teenage foreigner. They would have been jealous, infuriated, looking for
opportunity for revenge.
Verse 16: Nebuchadnezzar places the three worthies next to the heat of the furnace
True principle does not stop to ask questions –

What will people think of me?
How will this effect my future prospects?

I love the steadfastness to the purpose of God that you find in Daniel.
I love the example of courage and unflinching commitment
As I have already stated – half of Daniel talks about when the time of the end is, and the other half talks about
what sort of people we need to be to live through the end time – the most important recurring them is an
unbending commitment to the will of God:
Daniel 1:8
Daniel 2
Daniel 3:17,18
Daniel 4:37
Daniel 5
Daniel 6:10

“Daniel purposed in his heart that he would not defile himself”
Daniel has confidence in the ability of God to reveal the dream
Nebuchadnezzar writes his personal testimony and acknowledges the God of heaven
Daniel steadfast faith has seen him an honoured part of Babylon for many years
Daniel commitment to God cannot be swayed by law or popular opinion.

At many points Daniel could have said – “How is this going to affect my career?”
Often success in life is governed by the purity of our motives and the steadfastness of our commitment to our
God.
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Verse 25:
There are so many lessons in this verse – I don’t know where to start!
The only effect of the fiery trial was to burn off the shackles.
That is what the purpose of affliction is:
In Revelation 3 there is some council given to the Laodecian church – the last church, the Seventh-day
Adventist church just before Jesus comes.
In Revelation 3:18 “I counsel thee to buy of me gold tried in the fire”
To break the lukewarmness of the last church, God advises that the:
Shackles of indifference
Shackles of worldliness
Shackles of self serving
Shackles of disunity
Be broken. Sometimes the breaking of those shackles requires trials and difficulties.
God has always promised to be with us in trials
God sometimes asks us to go through the trials, but has promised that if that is the case he will always be with
us.
It may be that Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego knew of something that Isaiah had written about 130 years
before in Isaiah 43:1,2
In giving the Great Commission to his church in Matthew 28:20 God says “lo I am with you always, even unto
the end of the earth”
In Daniel 12:1 there is once again assurance that in the time of the greatest trial in your life – God will be there!
You may be experiencing tremendous trials in your life right now – Jesus will be there!
The “form of the fourth” has promised to always be with us.
Can I suggest to you that the furnace with Jesus in it, is a more comfortable place than wealth, riches,
luxury and comfort without Him. AMEN!
How did the heathen king know what the son of God looked like?
He had seen it in the lives of the Hebrews.
“How did that heathen king know what the Son of God was like? The Hebrew captives filling positions of trust
in Babylon had in life and character represented before him the truth. When asked for a reason of their faith,
they had given it without hesitation. Plainly and simply they had presented the principles of righteousness, thus
teaching those around them of the God whom they worshiped. They had told of Christ, the Redeemer to come;
and in the form of the fourth in the midst of the fire the king recognized the Son of God.”
Prophets and Kings 509
Is our witness as powerful and convincing as was that of the three Hebrews?
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St Francis of Assisi said “Preach the gospel always, when necessary use words.”
Is our faith such that people that know us know what Jesus is like even though they may have never known Him
or experienced him for themselves?
Do you think Nebuchadnezzar was converted by this experience?
If Daniel 4 was never written do you think we can be satisfied with where Nebuchadnezzar has come in his
relationship with God?
No:
1.
2.

He still does not understand that religion cannot be forced
He is constantly referring to God as the God of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego
a. In Daniel 2:47 – God is Daniel’s God
b. In Daniel 3:28 – God is Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego’s God
He has not yet made God his God – the God of Nebuchadnezzar. Daniel 4 will reveal the process by
which this was purged out and he became a true believer.

THEME TEXT - There is no other God that can deliver after this sort.
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